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1. Introduction  

Canada is a country of immigrants. One in five (20%) residents were born outside Canada. The 
proportion of the immigrant population varies in communities across the nation. In the City of 
Burlington, the proportion of foreign born population (22%) in the City of Burlington is higher 
than the national average of 20%. 
 
According to the latest Canadian Census (2006), over 4,000 immigrants have settled in the City 
of Burlington between 2001 and 2006. Statistics Canada defines recent immigrants or 
newcomers as landed immigrants who came to Canada up to five years prior to a given census 
year. However, some of them might have lived in another municipality in Ontario or another 
province prior to moving to Burlington.  
 
Moving to a new country always presents challenges especially for those immigrants who speak 
a different language and come from a different cultural background. In order to facilitate their 
transition and settlement in Canada, various levels of government have put settlement 
programs in place. Some of the programs are delivered by nonprofit organizations on behalf of 
the government. At the same time, many nonprofit social agencies also provide a variety of 
services to newcomers in their communities.  
 
Given the changing face of the newcomer population in Burlington, the United Way of 
Burlington and Greater Hamilton requested that Community Development Halton develop a 
report on newcomers in order to better understand their socio-economic circumstances, their 
needs and thus implications for social services.  
 
This report will provide background documentation that will allow community social agencies 
to respond and embrace the growing diversity in Burlington. The purpose of this work is to 
review and document the emerging demographics of BurlingtonΩǎ ƴŜǿŎƻƳŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǘƻ 
locate through mapping the location of newcomers and importantly their neighbourhoods 
where clusters of newcomers live. This report will also form part of the foundation information 
for the emerging region-wide initiative, the Halton Newcomer Strategy (HNS). This initiative is 
intended to coordinate cross-sector planning targeted at improving the quality of life for 
newcomers to Halton.  
 

1.1 Data Sources  
To support this study, data were used from {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ нллс /ŜƴǎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 2006 Census is 
not only the most detailed and reliable source of socio-demographic characteristics of 
newcomers, it also allows comparison to be made across time periods.  
 
The data on newcomers came from a special Target Group Profile (TGP) tabulation. However, 
the content of the TGP pertains only to individuals; data on newcomer families, households or 
dwellings are not available.  
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1.2 Geographic Areas 

Census data are available at different level of geographies. For example, Dissemination Area 
(DA) covers an area with an average of 500 persons. DA is the lowest level of geography where 
most of the census data are available. Census Tract (CT) is a relatively permanent area with a 
population range of 2,500 to 8,000 and the greatest possible social and economic homogeneity. 
As illustrated in Maps 1 and 2, there are 38 Census Tracts and 255 Dissemination Areas in 
Burlington respectively. 
 
Each Census Tract incorporates a number of Dissemination Areas which allows for in depth 
exploration and understanding of the social structure of the City of Burlington.  
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Map 1. Census Tracts, City of Burlington, 2006 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census © 2010 Community Development Halton, all rights reserved 
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Map 2. Dissemination Areas, City of Burlington, 2006 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census © 2010 Community Development Halton, all rights reserved 
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2. Geographic Distribution  

The number of newcomers has grown by over 40% between the periods of 1996-2001 and 
2001-2006. This increase suggests a changing trend with respect to who choses to live in the 
Burlington area.  
 
In 2006, there were over 4,000 newcomers living in the City of Burlington representing 4.1% of 
the total population. This proportion is above the national average of 3.5% and slightly below 
the provincial average of 4.8%.  
 
As a service provider, it is as important to know the socio-economic characteristics of 
newcomers as it is to know their whereabouts within the community. By knowing their 
locations, public services can be more effectively and efficiently deployed. Services that were 
offered in the past may not be needed due to the change of client base in a particular location. 
Un-served or under-served areas can be identified and social service agencies can better serve 
the newcomers by deploying their often limited resources more strategically. 
 
Map 3 compares the geographic distribution of newcomers in 2001 and 2006. While 
newcomers settle throughout the city, some clusters of newcomers in certain areas can be 
identified. Most of those who came between 1996 and 2001 chose to live in areas north of the 
QEW (Queen Elizabeth Way). For those who arrived after 2001, many settled in the downtown 
area as well as in the newly developed area of Millcroft/Orchard. 
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Map 3. Locations of newcomers (1996-2001, 2001-2006), City of Burlington 
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3. Place of Birth  

Since the 1970s, the majority of immigrants coming to Canada shifted from Europe to non-
European countries. In 1971, about 60% of newcomers who arrived in Canada between 1966 
and 1971 were from European countries; in 2006, only 16% originated from those countries. 
However, the City of Burlington still attracted a higher proportion (29%) of newcomers from 
European countries than Canada (16%) as a nation.  
 
Figure 1 shows the number of newcomers by the ten most popular place of birth between the 
periods of 1996-2001 and 2001-2006. The top four countries of origin of newcomers remain the 
same; ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ LƴŘƛŀΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ 
China.  
 
Most newcomers to Burlington have come from the United Kingdom. They accounted for about 
11% of all newcomers.  
 
While the 2001 Census recorded no recent immigrants from Columbia, over 250 Columbians 
came to Canada and settled in Burlington between 2001 and 2006. The newcomers from 
/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 
 
Newcomers from other popular countries such as the United States of America, Romania, 
Pakistan and the Philippines have more than doubled between the same periods.  
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Figure 1. Newcomers by top ten places of birth, City of Burlington (1996-2006) 
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4. Age Distribution  

The age structure of the newcomer population has significant implications on the need and 
demand for services such as health, education, training, parks and recreational, social and 
employment. 
 
Overall, the newcomer population is younger than the total population. As shown in Figure 2, 
over two-thirds (69%) of the recent immigrants are below the age of 40 compared to nearly half 
(49%) for the total population.  
 
With the exception of the 0-4 age group, the recent immigrant population has a higher 
percentage in the age groups between 5 and 19. Also, the proportion of recent immigrant in 
the age groups between 30 and 44 is also higher than the total population. In fact, the 
percentage of recent immigrants in the 30-44 age group is nearly double that of the total 
population. This seems to indicate that many newcomers are families with children settling in 
Burlington. 
 
For all age groups over 45, the recent immigrant population has a lower proportion than the 
total population. For example, less than 6% of the recent immigrants are seniors compared to 
12% of the total population of the City of Burlington. 
 
Children from non-English speaking newcomer families will face some challenges in adjusting to 
a new school system and environment. On the other hand, there are opportunities for schools 
to introduce different sports and recreational activities familiar to newcomer students from 
different cultural backgrounds. 
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Figure 2. Proportion of total and newcomer population by age groups, City of Burlington, 2006 
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5. Mother Tongue  

Mother tongue is the first language learned at home in childhood and still understood by the 
individual. People whose mother tongue is neither English nor French are allophones. 
Government and settlement agencies rely on information such as mother tongue and home 
language to develop appropriate programs for allophone newcomers. 
 
In 2006, there are about 25,000 allophones in Burlington representing about 15% of the total 
population. Collectively, they spoke more than 60 non-official mother tongues. 
 
Figure 3 shows top ten non-official mother tongues spoken by the general population. Polish, 
Italian, German and Spanish are spoken by at least 1% of the total population.  
 
Figure 3. Proportion of total population by top ten non-official mother tongue, City of Burlington, 
2006 

0.5%

0.6%

0.6%

0.7%

0.9%

0.9%

1.0%

1.2%

1.3%

1.5%

    Chinese, n.o.s.

      Croatian

      Portuguese

      Arabic

      Panjabi (Punjabi)

      Dutch

      Spanish

      German

      Italian

      Polish

% population

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census n.o.s. not otherwise specified

 
 
Following the shift of the main source of immigrants to non-European countries, different 
mother tongues are spoken by the newcomers. Over 60% of the newcomers are allophones. 
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As shown in Figure 4, only four of the top ten non-official mother tongues (Spanish, Panjabi, 
Arabic and Chinese n.o.s.1 ) are spoken by the newcomers, their popularity has also changed. At 
the same time, Polish, Italian, German, Portuguese and Dutch had all dropped off the most 
popular list. They are replaced by Korean, Romanian, Russia, Tagalog and Mandarin.  
 
Spanish has become the most popular non-official mother tongue for the newcomers. It is 
spoken by one in 10 newcomers. Arabic became the second most spoken mother tongue.  
 
Figure 4. Proportion of newcomers by top ten non-official mother tongue, City of Burlington, 2006 
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1
 In the 2006 Census, 'Chinese, n.o.s. (not otherwise specified)' includes responses of 'Chinese' as well as all 

Chinese languages other than Cantonese, Mandarin, Taiwanese, Chaochow (Teochow), Fukien, Hakka and 
Shanghainese.  
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6. Home Language 

Home language refers to the language spoken most often or on a regular basis at home. 
Research has established the importance of home language in allophone newcomer families. 
Parents are encouraged to communicate with their children in the language they are most 
comfortable in.  
 
The majority (92%) of Burlington residents speak English at home. Another 6% speak a non-
official language and less than 1% speak both English and a non-official language. 
 
Among newcomers, less than half (45%) speak a non-official language at home, slightly less 
than half (49%) speak English at home and about 4% speak both English and a non-official 
language at home.  
 
As shown in Figure 5, the proportions of non-official language spoken at home are very similar 
to those of non-official mother tongues. Spanish is the most popular non-official home 
language spoken by 9% of the newcomers. 
 
Figure 5. Proportion of newcomers by the top ten non-official home languages, City of Burlington, 
2006 
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