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1. Introduction

Canada is a country of immigran@ne in five(20%) residentswere born outside Canadahe
proportion of the immigrant population varies kommunities across the natiom the City of
Burlington,the proportion of foreign born population (22%) ihe City of Burlington is higher
than the national aveageof 20%

According to the latest Canadian Census (2006), 40 immigrantshavesettled in theCity

of Burlington between 2001 and 2006Statistics Canadalefines recent immigrants or
newcomers as landed immigrants who came to Canada up to fives pe@r to a given census
year. However, someof them might have lived in another municipality in Ontario or another
province prior to moving t@urlington

Moving toa new country alwaypresentschallengesspecially for thos@nmigrantswho speak
a dfferent languageand ®me froma different cultural backgroundn order to facilitate their
transition and settlement in Canadajarious levels of government have psettlement
programsin place Some of tle programs are delivered by nonprofit organiiats on behalf of
the government At the same time, many nonprofit social agencatso provide a variety of
services to newcomers in their communities.

Gven the changing faceof the newcomer populationin Burlington the United Way of
Burlington and Grater Hamiltonrequestedthat Community Development Haltodevelop a
report on newcomersin order to better understand theisociceconomic circumstances, their
needs and thisimplications for social services.

Thisreport will provide background documeation that will allowcommunity sociahgencies

to respond and embrace the growing diversityBarlington The purpose ofhis work is to

review and document the emerging demographicsBafrlingtorQad y S¢ 02 YSNJ LJ2 LJdzf |
locate through mapping the lodson of newcomers and importantly their neighbourhoods

where clusters of newcomers live. This report will also form part of the foundation information

for the emerging regionvide initiative, the Halton Newcomer Strate@NS) This initiative is

intended to coordinate crossector planning targeted at improving the quality of life for
newcomers to Halton.

1.1 Data Sources

To support this studydatawereused from{ G I G Aa i A Oa [/ | yI ROO&C&nsusisnc /[ S
not only the most detailed and reliabl source of socidemographic characteristics of
newcomers it also allows comparison to be made across time periods.

The data omewcomerscame from a special Target Group Profile (TGP) tabulation. However,

the content of the TGP pertairanly to individuals;data onnewcomerfamilies household or
dwellings are not available.
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1.2 Geographic Areas

Census data are available at different level of geographies. For example, Dissemination Area
(DA) covers an area with an average of 500 perddAsis thedwest level of geography where

most of the census data are availabgensus Tract (CT) is a relatively permanent area with a
population range of 2,500 to 8,000 and the greatest possible social and economic homogeneity.
As illustrated in Maps 1 and 2, tleerare 38 Census Tracts and 255 Dissemination Areas in
Burlington respectively.

Each Census Tract incorporates a number of Dissdion Areas which allowfr in depth
exploration and understanthg ofthe social structure of the City of Burlington.
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Map 1. Census Tracts, City of Burlington, 2006
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Map 2. Dissemination Areas, City of Burlington, 2006
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2. Geographic Distribution

The number of newcomerbas grown by over 40% between the periods of 19961 aml
2001-2006. This increase suggests a changing trend with respect to whosdisokee in the
Burlington area.

In 2006, tlere wereover 4,000newcomerdliving in theCity of Burlingtorrepresenting4.1% of
the total population Ths proportion is above lte national average of 3.5% and slightly below
the provincial average of 4.8%.

As a service provider, it is as important to kndlae socieeconomic characteristics of
newcomers asit is to know their whereaboutswithin the community By knowing their
locations, public services can be more effectively and efficiently depldyedvices that were
offered in the past may not be needed due to the change of client base in a particular location
Un-served or undesserved areas can be identifieahd ©cial servie agencies can better serve
the newcomers by deploying their often limited resources more strategically.

Map 3 compares the geographic distribution ofewcomersin 2001 and 2006 While
newcomers sttle throughout the city, somelustersof newcomersin certain areas can be
identified. Most of those who came between 1996 and 2001 chose to live in areas north of the
QEW (Queen Elizabeth Way). For those who arrived after 2001, many settled in the downtown
area as well as in the neywtleveloped area of Millcroft/Orchard.
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Map 3. Locations of newcomer§l9962001, 20032006), City of Burlington
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3. Place of Birth

Since the 1970s, thenajority of immigrants coming to Canadghifted from Europe to non
Europeancountries. In 1971, about 60% néwcomerswho arrived in Canada between 6®
and 1971were from European countries; in 2006, only 16figinated from those countries.
However,the City of Burlingtorstill attracted a higher proportion (29%) okewcomersfrom
European countries than Canada (16%) as a nation.

Figurel shows the number ohewcomersby the ten mostpopularplace of birth betweerihe
periodsof 19962001 and 2002006 The top four countries of origin ohewcomersemain the
same;i KSe NS ! YyAGSR YAY3IR2YZ LYRAIFIS ! YyAGSR
China.

Most newcomers to Burlington have come from the United Kingdom. @begunted for about
11% of alhewcomers.

While the 2001 Census recorde® mecent immigrants from Columbia, over 250 Columbians
came to Canada and settled in Burlington between 2001 and .2066 newcomers from
[ 2t dzYo Al KI @S 6S02YS LINL 2F . dz2NIAy3IG2yQa

Newcomers from other popular countries such the United Statesof America, Romania,
Pakistan and the Philippinésve more than doubled between the same periods.
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Figurel. Newcomers bytop ten places of birth, City of Burlington (199€006)
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4. Age Distribution

The age structure of the newcomer population has significant implications on the need and
demand for services such as health, education, training, parks and recreational, social and
employment.

Overall, he newcomerpopulation is younger than the total pofation. As shownin Figure2,
over two-thirds (%) of the recenimmigrants arébelow the age of 40 compared tearlyhalf
(499 for the total population.

With the exception of the @ age group, the recent immigrant populatichas a higher
percentage in the age groups betweermahd 19. Also, the proportion of recent immigrant in
the age groups between 30 and 44 is also higher than the total population. In fact, the
perceniage of recent immigrans in the 3044 age groupis nealy double that of the total
population This seems to indicate that many newcomers are families with children settling in
Burlington.

For all age groups over 45, the recent immigrant population has a lower proportionttiean
total population For exampleless than 6% of the recent immigrants are seniors comp#oed
12% of the total population of the City of Burlington.

Children from norEnglish speaking newcomer families will face some challenges in adjusting to
a new school system and environmefn the other hand, there are opportunities for schools

to introduce different sports and recreational activitiéamiliar to newcomer students from
different cultural backgrounds.
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Figure2. Proportion of total and newcomerpopulation by age groups, City of Burlington, 2006
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5. Mother Tongue

Mother tongue is the first language learned at home in childhood and still understood by the
individual. People whose mother tongue is neither English nor French arphaties.
Government and settlement agencies rely on information such as mother tongue and home
language to develop appropriate programs for allophone newcomers.

In 2006, there are about 25,000 allophones in Burlington representing about 15% of the total
population. Collectively, they spoke more th@@ nonofficial mother tongues.

Figure3 showstop ten non-official mother tongues spoken by the general populatiBolish,
Italian, German and Spanish are spoken by at least 1% dbtal population.

Figure 3. Proportion of total population bytop ten non-official mother tongue, City of Burlington
2006
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census n.o.s. not otherwise specified

Followingthe shift of the main source of immigrants to n&uropean countas, different
mother tongues are spoken by theewcomers Over60% of thenewcomersare allophones.
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As shown irFigure4, only four of thetop ten nonofficial mothertongues Spanish, Panjabi,
Arabic and Chinese n.d-3are spken by thenewcomers their popularity hasalsochanged At
the same time,Polish, Italian, German, Portuguese and Dutch had all dropped offnthst
popular list. They are replaced by Korean, Romanian, Russia, Tagalog and Mandarin.

Spanishhas become tlie most popular on-official mother tongue for thenewcomers It is
spoken by one in 18ewcomersArabic became the second most spoken mother tongue

Figured. Proportion of newcomersby top ten nonofficial mother tongue, Cityof Burlington, 2006
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! In the 2006 CensusChinese, n.o.s(not otherwise specified)includes response of 'Chinese’ as well as all
Chinese languages other than Cantonese, Mandarin, Taiwanese, Chaochow (Teochow), Fukien, Hakka and
Shanghainese.
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6. Home Language

Home language refers to the language spoken most often or on a regular basis at home.
Research has established the importance of home language in allophone newcomer families.
Parentsare encairaged tocommunicate with their children in the language they are most
comfortable in.

The majority 92%) ofBurlingtonresidents speak English at homenother 6% speak a noen
official language antess than % speakboth English and a neaofficial langiage

Amongnewcomers less thanhalf (45%)speak a norofficial language at homeslightly less
than half (499 speak Englislat home and about4% speak both Engh and a novofficial
language at home.

As shown irFigureb, the proportiors of non-official language spoken at home are very similar
to those of nonofficial mother tongues.Spanishis the most popular non-official home
language spoken 826 of thenewcomers

Figure5. Proportion of newcomers by the top ten non-official home languages, City of Burlington,
2006
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