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1. Introduction

The global recession of 2008 has left deep scats yhii | BdorEyamany ofits residents
their families and livelihood.

Ontario lost 205,900 jobs between October 2008 and October 2009 pushing the unemployment
rate from 6.7% to 9.3%The Ontario Works caseload grew 27.5% between September 2008
and September 2010, to 2550 The number of bankruptcie&onsumers and businessé®)s
increased by 4.7% betweerSeptember 2008 and September 260@/ithin the same period,

the number of Ontarians turning to food banks has increased by 19% with over 375,000
persons being sengeevery montf.

Like other communities in the provincdye City of Burlington also shared some of the negative
impacts of this globaleconomicdownturn. Individuals and families are struggling to make ends
meet. Many of themhavefallen through the govey Y Sy (1 Q& & | Ra®dcdurnyoS3he | y R
nonprofit community service sector for help.

Although trere are no comparable data orfob loss unemployment rate,social assistance
caseloadand bankruptciesat the community level such as the CityRirlington,the recently
released reportby Community Development Haltam the impact of the recession on demand
for services provided by nonprofit community social service ageneilssa similar storyOver
half of the agencies surveyed reported an increaseemise demand. Over 65% of the agencies
are experiencing a greater demand now thaefore the economic downturn began in
September 2008.

This report requested by the United Way of Burlington and Greater Hamilton (UWBGH)
exploresthe social and spatiatimensions of poverty by various population groups such as
newcomers people livingwith disabilities, seniorand children. Although it relies on the 2006
Census as the maidata source, the findings will help to inform the public, government,
funders andsocialserviceagencies and stimulate discussions about poverty in our community
especially the growing economic hardship brought about by the reeemmomicevents.

! Statistics Canad&abour Force Inforntmn, Oct 1117, 2009 Gatalogue no. 74001-X

% Ontario Ministry of Community and Social Servi€éastario Social Assistandéonthly Statistics RepgrOctober 2010
3 Industry Canada, Office of the Superintendent of Bankruptcy Calvagtdyency Statistida CanadaOctober 2009

4 Ontario Association of Food Bankntario Hunger Report 200®ecember 2009.

° Community Development HaltoA Recoverjree Zone: The Halton BulletiNovember 2010
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2. Incomes in Burlington

By many measures, thetZiof Burlington isan affluent commaity. Itsindividual, househoffy
and family medianincome$ are more than 20% higher than those f@ntario in 2005 as
shown inFigurel. Over 42%2 ¥ . dzNJfainyfe3 in&dy¢ @are than $100,000mpared to
30%of the families inthe province

Figurel. Median Incomes,Ontario and City of Burlington, 2005

Median income Burlington | Ontario % difference
Individual $34,379 $27,258 26.1%
Household $74,969 $60,455 24.0%
Family $86,174 $69,156 24.6%
% families with income over $100,00 42% 30%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

2.1 Median Individual Income

Although the median individual income in Burlingtand in Ontario has increased by over 30%
between 1995 and 2005, the iome gender gap still exists as illustratedrigure2.

In 1995, women in Burlington made about 53 cents for every dollar earned by men. Ten years

later, the gender gap has narrowed by 6 cents to 59 cents. Ev@mizA K . dzZNX Ay 3 (2 y Q2
income has increased faster than thar the provinec€ . dzZNXI Ay 32y Qad 3ISYRSNJ
GKFY GKFG 2F 0KS LINPGAYOS® LY HanpX hyidlNAR2Q
made by men.

This income disparitgontinuesto exacerbatethe struggleof low incomewomen andsingle
mothers to beomefinancially independent.

® A household may consist of a family group with or withouttestpersons, of two or more families sharing a dwelling, of a
group of unrelated persons, or of one person living alone

[y family refers to a group of two or more persons who live in the same dwelling and are related to each other by blood,
marriage, cormon-law or adoption.

8Although average income is often used to provide an aggregate income value for a population, it is sensitive to extreme high
and low income values. In order to minimize distortion from extremely high or low incomes, median incosssl is1stead.

Median income is the dollar amount which divides the population into two halves; the incomes of the first half are below the
median, while those of the second half are above the median

Incomesand Poverty Report—Burlington Page2



Figure2. Median Individual Incomes by Sexdntario and City Of Burlington, 19952005

Burlington Ontario
Population (15ys+) male female | Population (15yrs+] male female
1995 $25,945| $35,642| $18,946 $20,678| $27,379| $16,004
2000 $31,339| $42,124| $22,141 $24,816| $31,560, $18,899
2005 $34,379| $45,225| $26,761 $27,258| $34,454| $21,669
19952005 32.5% 26.9%| 41.2% 31.8% 25.8% 354%

Source: Statistics Canada, 1996, 2001 and 2006 Censuses

Map 1 shows the geographic distribution of median individual income by disseminatiori. area
The median individual income for the city as a whole was3®1 Areas coloured in shades of
blue are above the city averag@ver 10% of the Dissemination Ared3A) belongto the
highest income range ($44,500$58,750). Aeas coloured in redall in the lowest median
income category There are over 6@r 23% ofDissemination Areas with median individual

income below $29,583. The map shows where clusters of individual poverty are located within
Burlington. This provides the basis for further investigation as to why certain parts of Burlington

have lower median icomes and what strategies, including serviaad their location might be
necessary to address this situation.

° A Dissemination Area (DA) with a population of apprmtely 500 is the smallest standard geographic unit for which most

Census data are available
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Map 1. Median Individual Income byDissemination AreaCity Of Burlington, 2005
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2.2 Median Individual Income by Selected Groups

In addition tothe income gender gap,here are also incomealisparitiesamong population
groups asshownin Figure3. The financial welbeing of these groups can leasilyoverlooked
when the populations considered as a homogenous group.

Figure3. Median Individual Income by Selected Group&ity of Burlington, 2005

Median % of total population
income median income
Total Population (15 years +) $34,379 100%
Unattached (non-family) individuals $34,805 101%
Senior $28,406 83%
Person with disabilities $28,201 82%
Racialized groups™® $25,042 73%
Recent immigrant $17,504 51%
Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

In Burlington, @er 10% of the population are unattach@wlividuals An unattached individual

is onewho either livesalone or with others to whom he or she is unrelated, such as roommates
or a lodger.The significance of this group is the inclusionabfrisk youths and living alen
seniors.Over40% of thosdiving aloneare seniors of whickhree-quarters(76%)are women.

As a groupthe unattachedindividual® Y SR A | ys adoyt @%® Nigher than that for the
total population However,youth (agedl5 - 24 years)and seniors (aged5 years and over
have laver median incomes than the unattached populatiaverage The median incomes for
youth and the seniors represeabout58% and 82% of thgroupaverage respectively.

Seniorsmake up about 15% of the total population. Their median incomabsut 1?6 less
than that of the total population. Female seniors fare worse than their male peers. Their
incomes represent about 60% thfe incomeof male seniors.

About 17% ofthe population experienced somiypes of activity limitations®. Their median
income represets 82% of the total population average.

%1 this text, we use the term 'racialized group' rather than the Statistics Canada term 'visible minority'. Unlike vigibiky,mi
the term racialized group akes reference to systemic processes through which individuals and groups are targeted, excluded
and discriminated against as communities of colour. For these reasons, we use the term racialized group.

Incomesand Poverty Report—Burlington Pageb



Onein ten residents in Burlingtois from a racialized groupAbout 35% othe population from
racialized groupsvas born in Canada. As a groufhe racialized populatiorhave a lower
median income that the totapopulation. They earn about 73 cents for every dollar made by
the total population.

Between 2001 and 2006, Burlington received about 4,000 immigrants. This represents an
increase of 43% of the recent immigrant populatiietween 1996 and 2001Recent
immigrantsfared the worstin their financial wetbeing. Theimedian income was only hatiat

of the population.

la LRAYGSR 2dzi o6& {GFrdAaaidada /Iyl R PatheNB L2 NI
income gap widened even though the educational attaent of recent immigrant earners rose
much faster than that of their Canadidoorn counterpartdfrom 1980 to 2005.

Recent immigrants faced many challenges in the Canadian labour market, including insufficient
Canadian job experience, lack of connectiomghe job market and foreign credentials not
being recognized®

! Statistics Canada defines activity limitations astéition to selected activities (home, school, work and other) because of a
physical condition, mental condition, or health problem which has lasted or is expected to last six months or longer.

12 Statistics Canad&arnings and Incomes of Canadians overRast Quarter Century, 2006 Censiatalogue no. 9863-X
13 Statistics Canadémmigrants working in regulated occupations, Perspectives, February @aiflogue no. 7801-X
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2.3 Median Family Income

Among all family types, married couple families with or without childrenehtihe highest
median incomesAs shown irFigure4, the median income of marriedouple families is about
14% higher than their commelaw counterparts.

As expectedpn averagdone-parent families earn less than couple families. Té® between
the income ofmarried-couple families anthat of femalke loneparent families ignore than 2 to
1. Female lone parestiearn less than 50 cents for every dollaadeby their two-parent peers.

Although the median income of female loparent families has increased twice as fast as male
lone-parent familiesbetween 2000 and 20Q3%hey still earned only 76 cents for every dollar
made by their male counterparts.

Figure4. Median Family Incomes by Family TypeSity of Burlington, 2000 and 2005

m 2000

$83,842
m 2005

Married-couple

. (12%)

$74,730
Common-law
P Zill (10%)

Male lone-parent
$60,937 WG

$40,875
$46,279

Female lone-parent
(13%)

Median income () % change 2068005

Source: Statistics Canada. 2001 & 2006 Censuses

Map 2 shows the geographic distribution of medidamily incomeby Dissemination Area. To a
great extent, the spatial pattern resembles that of the aren individual income (Map 1). Of
noticeable difference is in northern Burlington where one area shows l@aiam individual
income as well as high median family income. The disparity may be the result of small sample
size.

Incomesand Poverty Report—Burlington Page7



Areas (shared in light and dark blue) with median incomes above that ofitheare mostly
located in the northern part oBurlingtonas well as along the lakeshore. Most areas (shade in
light and darkred) with mediarnfamilyincome below $5%00 cluster around theentral part of

Burlington Areas with high poverty rates may require more resources in physical and social
infrastructure.

Incomesand Poverty Report—Burlington Page8



Map 2. Median Family Income byissemination Area, City of Burlington, 2005
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Incomesand Poverty Report—Burlington Page9



3. Low Income and Poverty

Overshadowed by the affluence of the city as a whole, there are individuals, families and
households living in low incona in poverty.

How is poverty measuredPhe Low Income Cudff (LICO) established by Statistics Canada
represents a widely recognized approach to estimating low income thresholds below which a
family or an individual will likely spend 20% or more than averageaa, shelter and clothing
Although, Statistics Canada maintains that LICO thresholds do not necessarily imply poverty,
they have been generally accepted as measures of economic hardship faced by families and
individuals.Community Development Halton us&ICO as or@ our indicators of poverty.

The LICO thresholds are established by family size and degree of urbanization of the
community. For example, a family of four living in Burlington with a total income of $38,610 or
less in 2005 is considered aMancome family A single person with an income of $20,778 or
less is living in povertyrigure5 shows the LICO thresholds for the City of Burlington. The data
were collected during the 2006 Census and represkat2005 household incomes.

Forthe first time, the 2006 Census collected information on the aféerincome of Canadians
(total income fromall sources minus income tax). Aftexx income depicts more accurately the
amount of money available for individis and families to spend. However, for the purpose of
this report, the before tax income data are used in order to facilitate comparisons with income
data from earlier censuses.

Figureb. LICO Thresholds for the City of Burlingtéimefore tax), 2005

Family Size Low Income Cut-off
1 person $20,778
2 persons $25,867
3 persons $31,801
4 persons $38,610
5 persons $43,791
6 persons $49,389
7 + persons $54,987

Source: Statistics Canada
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3.1 Low Income Individuals

In 2006, there were about5,000low income residents iBurlington epresenting abou.5%

of the total population. Nearly one in ten persons lived in low income. Between 2001 and 2006,
the number oflow income individuals has increased by 25% compared to 9% for the total
population.

¢ KS ( SeMatencardfllow income A & dza S RthelipRrceriRa§e/ & n8ividuals
household=r familieswith incomes below the LICO thresholds.

As shown in Figure6, Burlington had the highest prevalence of low incofoeindividuals (15
years and overamong the local municipalities in Halton Region200Q In 2005, it was
overtaken $ightly by the Town of Oakvilley 0.2 pecentage pointout its rate was stilhigher
than the regional average of 8.5%.

Figure6. Population (15 Years an®ver) by Prevalence of Low Incomélalton Region, 2000 and 2005

Halton Hills
Milton
Oakville
Burlington

Halton Region

Ontario

Prevalence of low income (BT)

Source: Statistic€anada, 2001 & 2006 Censuses
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The prevalence of low income also varies among fadpn groups as illustrated iRigure?.
Their poverty rates also changed between 2000 and 2005.

Figure7. Prevalence of @w Income,Selected Bpulation Groups, City of Burlington, 2000ral 2005

Prevalence of low income

2005 2000

Total Population (15 years +) 9.5% 8.1%
Recent immigrants 31.0% 23.0%
Unattached individuals 24.4% 27.0%
Racializedroups 19.0% 14.7%
Persons with disabilities 14.0% 15.0%
Seniors 10.9% 14.3%

Recentimmigrants have the highest prevalence of low income in 2005. Their poverty rate
jumped from 23% in 2000 to 31% in 200Hhe rate is three times higher than that of the
generalpopulation.Three in ten recent immigrants live in poverty.

Although the previence of low income for the unattached individudlas decreased since
2000, there is still aboubne-quarter of this groupwho livein poverty.As shown irFigure8,

two age groups (aged 120 and 65 years and omearefinancially worse ofthan the rest of the
unattached population Regardless of age, there are higher proportions of women in low
income than men.

The poverty gender gap is widesinongunattachedseniors.Unattached émale seniors are
twice aslikely to be living in low income atheir male counterparts. @r onethird of female
seniors live in poverty anchanyof them live alone.

Incomesand Poverty Report—Burlington Pagel2



Figure8. Prevalenceof Low Inome for Unattached Individuals Age Groups and Segity ofBurlington, 2005

65 years and over

45-64 m Female

m Male

30-44

15-29

15 years and over

% population

SourceStatistics Canada, 2006 Census

Similar to the recent immigrant populatiorihe racialized populatioralso experienced an
increase in prevalence of low income between 2000 and 2005. Their poverty rate is twice
higher than that of thegeneralpopulation. AlImost one inife personsfrom racialized groups
lived in poverty.

The City of Burlington has larger share of the low income senior population thather
municipalitiesin Halton. In 2006, itln cs’> 2 F (KS NBIA2y Qa &Sy A2NH
senior populationOverone in tenseniorslive in poverty.

However, he prevalence of low income for seniors has droppsaghificantlyfrom 14.3% in
2000 to 11% in 2005There are a number of factors that drive this decreaSevernment
transfer in the form of various aome supplement programs smajor factor. More female
seniors have been in the labour force and are receiving government and private pension
benefits.Also, he number of working seniors is growing.

Incomesand Poverty Report—Burlington Pagel3
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3.2 Low Income Families

In 20@, there were over J00 low income families in Burlington, representing about 7.5% of
all familiescompared to 6% in 2@XFigure9). Although, the percentage is below the provincial
average of 11.7%, the number of low income famihas increased over 30% since 20The
increase has outpaced that of all families by more than three times.

Figure9. Proportion of Low Income FamilieHalton Region, 2000 and 2005

Halton Hills

Milton

Oakville

Burlington

Halton Region

% families

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 & 2006 Censuses

Burlington accounts for 38% of all familieshe region buhas42% ofits low income families.

Couple families have a higher likelihood of having two wage earners and therefore are less
likely to be low income than single parent families. In Burlington, about 5% of all couple families
are low incaone families. However, the prevalence of low income for female -oarent
families is about 4.5 times higher than that of couple famil@®se in four single mother
families livein poverty. Low income male lorgarent families which are smaller in humber
comparedwith couple andsingle motherfamilies represent about 10% of all single father
families.
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3.3 Child Poverty

Poverty has significant negative impsaoh children.Children living in low income families are
most likelyto be deprived of thebasicnecessities of life. Themost likelylive in inadequate
housing, eapoor nutritious mealsand are less likely tgparticipatein recreational activitie®r
enjoy other things accessible to their more wieldo peers These detrimental experiences will
influence their learning skills, success in school, health,esefemand social and eanomic
participation in society as they mature into adults.

In Burlington the poverty rate for children living at home is ab&i16% As shown irFigurelO,
the majority (82%) of the children are under the age of @8e in five is under 6 years.

Figure10. Proportion of Children in Low Income Families by Age Groupgy of Burlington, 2005

25 years and over 6.8%

19-25 years 10.9%

13-18 years 29.1%

7-12 years 31.8%

Under 6 years

.
I

% children

Source; Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

Children ae poor because their parents are po@hildren(under 18 years)iving in families
headed by parents of the selected population groups are more likelive in poverty.These
selected population groups are immigrant children, children with a disakitity children from
racialized groupsAs illustrated inFigure 11, recent immigrant children fared the worst
financially. More than one in three children is deprived of many necessities of life. Their recent
immigrant parents earned only half of the income made by the general pomwatand
experienced twice the unemployment rat€hildren with disabilities also fare poorly, with one

in 5 (21.5%) experiencing poverty.
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Children from racialized groupsmake up about 3% of all children (under 18 years) in
Burlington, but they account for 27% of all low income children. One in four of chifdren
racialized group8ve in poverty.

Figurell. ChildPoverty among Selected Population Groygsityof Burlington, 2005

Immigrant 28.8%

Racialized Groups 24.4%
With Disability 21.5%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

% children nder18 years)
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3.4 Being Poor in Burlington

What is life like for a family living in poverty Burlington? How do the numbers add up? The
annual Survey of Household Spending (SHS) conducted by Statistics Canada provides important
data for us tounderstand the spending pattern of low income families.

The SHS divided families into quintiles according to their income. Each quintile represents 20%,
or one fifth of all families. The lowest income quintiles families are those at the bottom 20% of
the income scale. In Ontari@s shown inFigure12, these families spent over 70% of their
incomes on five major household expenses (shelter, food, transportation, household operation
and clothing) compared to 53% speby all families. Shelter cost is by far the most expensive
expense which consumed almost otierd of their income.

Figurel2. Proportion of major household expenditure, Ontario, 2006

Shelter

Food

Transportation

B Lowest income quintile families

Household operation m All families

Clothings

%expenditure
Source: Statistic€anada, Survey of Household Spending, 2006

In Burlington, a family of four (1 child school and 1 child requires child care) with one parent
working fulltime and another working part time both ahinimumwage would have an after
tax income of $33,034 (including a Child Tax benefit of $6,698urel13 shows heir major
household expenditure.
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To rent a 3 bedroom apartment in Burlington would cost about $1428Mich accounts for
43% of the aftetax income.

To feed a family of four in Burlington would cost about $84@8presenting 25% of the after
tax incone.

To get to and from workhe grocery storeor to childcare it would cost about $5,806 which
would include owning and maintaining one used car and a bus pass for another adult in the
family. The transportation cost accounts for 17% of the income.

To phce the two children in subsidized early childhood education and before and after school
programs would cost another $3,750.

Based on the SHS data, it would cost $1,283 to provide clothing for the families in all seasons.

Figurel3. Major Household Expenditure, Low Income Families, ©ftpurlington, 2008

Shelter
Food

Transportation

Clothing
Heath care

Childcare (subsidized)
Communications

Household furnishing:

Personal care:

Debt

-$6,000 -$1,000 $4,000 $9,000 $14,000

Source: Statistics Canada, Halton Region

In order to pay for all the daily basics and necessities, the family of four would need an extra
$3,740 per year They would either be forced into debt or have to give up sashehe
essentials. How would that family handle unexpected costs or emergénidies would they
send their children to school activities and trip&%ideo has been produced callBeing Poor

* Halton Region, Halton Region Health Departm@&hie Price of Eating Well, 29
' ibid
'® Statistics Canad&pending Patterns in Canada, 2@D@tailed table 2, 62FPY0032XDB)
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in Halton, which portrays the challenges of those living in poxelt can be viewed at
/| 2YYdzyAGe 5S@St2LIYSyd 1Hfd2yQa 6S0aAGS 6066600

3.5 Depth of Poverty

Although the LICO threshold determines the number of low income families, many of those
families have to live with incomes far below the low income #h@d. Statistics Canada
provides data on the number of low income families by thcategoriesbelowthe poverty line

(less than 50%, between 50% andl@ andbetween 75% and 100% of LICO threshdfay.
example, familiesvho lived at 50% below LICO wermdncially worse off than those at
between 75% and 100% bfCO.

As illustrated inFigurel4, over half of the low income families in both 2000 and 2005 lived at
less than 75% of the LICO ¢shold and about on¢hird of the low hcome families at the less
than 50% level. These families are at seriomsrfcial distress and facingsimrmountable
challenges to break the poverty cycle.

Figurel4. Proportion of Low Income Families by Percentages BeloMZOThreshold, City of Burlington, 2000 and
2005

between 75% and 100% of LIC

between 50% and 74% of LIC = 2005
m 2000

less than 50% of LIC(Q

% families

Source: Statistic€anada, 2001 and 2006 Censuses

3.6 The Geography of Poverty

In addition toits social dimension, poverty also has a spatial dimension within a community.
Where do low income people live in a community? Do they concentrate in certain
areas/neidgnbourhoods? Are there any high poverty areas in the community? What are the
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social circumstances of the residents in poor araagjhbourhoods¥hich population groups

most likely reside in high poverty areas?

The geography of povertgan havesignificantimplications.For example, igh concentration
poverty areas can lead to social and econoniitstering and marginalizatiorAreas with high

poverty rates may require more resources in physical and social infrastrucimréOntario

based study has found #&t children living in poor neighbourhoodsave higher rate of injuries
than children living in the wealthiest neighbourhddd

The poverty data at the Dissemination Area (DA) level providegpportunity to study poverty

at a verydetailedlevel of geogrphy. Vibrant Communities Saint Jofused census data at the

DA level to identify new areas of concern within five priority neighbourhoddie City of
Calgaryconducted a detailed assessment of neighbourhood poverty rates by analyzing census
data at the DA level®. It is important to note that the identification of poor areas is not
intended to stigmatize areas or their residents but rather highlight their presencetandeed

for actions.

The Canadian Council on Social Development (CCSD) in its repnthaon Poverty in Canada,
poverty in urban neighbourhoods.
Neighbourhoods are grouped into one of the five poverty levels, ranging from 0% to over 40%
of the population living below the LICO threshaoddsshownn Figurel5.

2000° used a classification system

Figurel5. PovertyRate and Area Type

to

identify

Poverty rate Area type
40% or more Very high poverty
30-39.9% High poverty
20-29.9% Moderate high poverty
10-19.9% Moderate pverty
0.1-9.9% Low poverty
0% no poverty
YCHSE1SNE ¢ tAO1SGdG=E 20 3 . NAE&A2YS wWOWO

SLIARSYAZ2E 2340 &l ddRjary Prefentioly, 6, pp\eR2B8E
18 Vibrant Communities Saint JoHPopverty and Plenty I, A Statistical Snapshot of the Quality of Life in SaintSaimh John,

Iyl RI®é

OHANNUL®

New Brunswick , November, 2008

4{20A2S0

' The City of Calgarfhreshold for locating affordable hsimg, applying the literature to the local contex@ommunity and

Neighbourhood Services, Social Research Unit, December, 2005
20 canadian Council on Social DevelopmPualverty by Geography: Urban Poverty in Canada, 20@@wa, 2007
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In 2006 there were no DAs in Burlingtdmelonging to the gry high povertycategory(i.e.
poverty rate at 40% or more). About 10% or 26 D&doured in shades of redall into the
moderate high and high perty categories as shown iMap 3 About onethird of all low
income residents live in the moderate high and high poverty areas.

There aresixhigh poverty DAs (shaded in dark re@ne in three residents in the high poverty
areas live in povertyLow inome persons were three times more likely to live in the high
poverty DAs thaithe rest of the population.

Some of the commonagio-demographiccharacteristicsof the high poverty areasre: high
percentages of rental dwellingkgne parent families and i@ income unattached individuaks
well as above city averader persons from racialized groups
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Map 3. Proportion of low income individuals by Dissemination Area, City of Burlington, 2005

pansasal siybu e ‘uoleH uswdojaasg ANunwwod 0T0Z ©

SNSUaD 900z “BPeURD SONSIEIS (80IN0S

9 AVMHOIH

(Awanod ybiy) 9%6°6€ - %0E I

(Auanod ybiy arelapow) %662 - %02 I
(Auenod sresspow) %667 - %0T I
(Rwenod mor) 966'6 - %T0 [

(Auanod ou) %0 D

%G'6 :obelane Ao
va Ag S[enpiAIpul 8WodUl MO| %

Lov AGMHOI

2 T
s

Page22

Incomesand Poverty Report—Burlington



4. Conclusion

This report has highlightl some ofthe income and poverty trends in the City of Burlington.

The impacts of poverty are felt across the general population and more severely by population
groups who have been disadvantaged historicdllyw income families and individuals cannot
afford all the basics and necessities of life. They are forced to choose among essentials such as
food, electricity, shelter or clothing on a daily basis. Many of th&t through the
I2PSNYYSyiQa alFSae ySid |yR KI @ 8eséchrfar behy o 2
Their financial circumstances were made worse with the recent economic downturn.

In addition to its social dimension, poverty also has a spatial dimension within the community
A number of areas (Dissemination Areas) experience higlerpovate where one in three
residents live in poverty. Low income persons are three times more likely to live in the high
poverty areas than the rest of the population. Areas with high poverty rates may require more
resources in physical and social infrasture.

It is hopeful that this report will inform the public, government, funders and social service
agencies and stimulate discussions about poverty and its reduction and eradication in our
community.
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Glossary

Disability

Refers to difficulties withdaily activities and the reduction in the amount or kind of activities
due to physical or mental conditions or health problems.

Immigration: Immigrant Population

Refers to persons who are, or have been, landed immigrants in Canada. A landed immigrant is a
person who is not a Canadian citizen by birth, but who has been granted the right to live in
Canada permanently by Canadian immigration authorities. Some immigrants have resided in
Canada for a number of years, while others are recent arrivals. Most irmantggare born
outside of Canada, but a small number were born in Canada.

Income: Average Income of Individuals

Average income of individuals refers to the weighted mean total income of individuals 15 years
of age and over who reported income for 2005. fage income is calculated from unrounded
data by dividing the aggregate income of a specified group of individuals (e.g. males 45 to 54
years of age) by the number of individualgh incomein that group.

Average and median incomes and standard errorsafegrage income of individuals will be
calculated for those individuals who are at least 15 years of age and who have an income
(positive or negative). For all other universes, these statistics will be calculated over all units
whether or not they reportedany income

Income: Medianincome of Individuals

The median income of a specified group of income recipients is that dollar amount which
divides their income size distribution ranked by size of income, into two halves, i.e., the
incomes of the first halbf individuals are below the median, while those of the second half are
above the median. Median income is calculated from the unrounded number of individuals (for
example, males 45 to 54 years of age) with income in that group.

Income: Median Income of Failies

The median income of a specified group of families (census/economic), persons 15 years of age
and over not in families, or households is that amount which divides their income size
distribution ranked by size of income, into two halves. That is,itikemes of the first half of

the families, persons 15 years of age and over not in families, or households are below the
median, while those of the second half are above the median. Median incomes of families
(census/economic), persons 15 years of age amdr not in families, or households are
normally calculated for all units in the specified group, whether or not they reported income.
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Income: Composition of Income

The composition of the total income of a population group or a geographic area reféhng to
relative share of each income source or group of sources, expressed as a percentage of the
aggregate income of that group or area.

Income: Employment Income

Refers to total income received by persons 15 years of age and over during calendar year 2000
as wages and salaries, net income from a -femm unincorporated business and/or
professional practice, and/or net farm semployment income.

Income: Incidence of Low Income

The incidence of low income is the proportion or percentage of economic é&smdr
unattached individuals in a given classification below the low incomeftsit These incidence
rates are calculated from unrounded estimates of economic families and unattached individuals
15 years of age and over.

Income: Income Status
Refers to he position of an economic family or an unattached individual 15 years of age and
2P0SNI AY NBflFOGA2y G2 { Goff§i(Al@AB) Oa /Iyl Rl Qa 24 A

Income: Low Income Cu@ffs (LICOSs)

Measures of low income known as low income-offs (LICOs) were §rintroduced in Canada

in 1968 based on 1961 Census income data and 1959 family expenditure patterns. At that time,
expenditure patterns indicated that Canadian families spent about 50% of their income on

food, shelter and clothing. It was arbitrarily asated that families spending 70% or more of
GKSANI AyO2YS 2y GKSAaS ol arxo0 ySoOoSaaaurasSa g¢2dA
assumption, low income ciff points were set for five different sizes of families.

Subsequent to these initial cuffs, revised low income cutffs were established based on
national family expenditure data from 1969, 1978, 1986 and 1992. These data indicated that
Canadian families spent, on average, 42% in 1969, 38.5% in 1978, 36.2% in 1986 and 34.7% of
their income on lasic necessities. By adding the original difference of 20 percentage points to
the basic level of expenditure on necessities, new low incomeffatwere set at income levels
differentiated by family size and degree of urbanization. Since then, theseffsuhave been
updated yearly by changes in the consumer price index.

The following is the 2005 matrix of low income -ciits.
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Low Income Cubffs (1992 base) before tax, 2005

Size of area of residence
Family size | 500,0000r 100,000to 30,000to LessThan Ruralareas
more 499,999 99,999 30,000
1 20,778 17,895 17,784 16,273 14,303
2 25,867 22,276 22,139 20,257 17,807
3 31,801 27,386 27,217 24,904 21,891
4 38,610 33,251 33,046 30,238 26,579
5 43,791 37,711 37,480 34,295 30,145
6 49,389 42,533 42,271 38,679 33,999
7+ 54,987 47,354 47,063 43,063 37,853

Racialized Groups/fsible Minoritieg

In this text, we use the term 'racialized group' rather than the Statistics Canada term 'visible
minority'. Unlike visible minority, the term racialized group makeference to systemic
processes through which individuals and groups are targeted, excluded and discriminated
against as communities of colour. For these reasons, we use the term racialized group.

The Statistics Canada definition of visible minorifers to the visible minority group to which
the respondent belongs. The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as persons, other
than Aboriginal peoples, who are n&@aucasian in race or navhite in colour
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